
Find Lower Gas Prices with Auto Club app
Eager to find the lowest gas prices in your location? AAA’s Auto Club app 

can help you save time and money by comparing prices of the nearest gas 
stations. The Auto Club app also goes beyond finding the lowest fuel prices. 
Members can use it to request roadside assistance, book travel reservations 
for flight, car rental, hotel, or cruise, and much more. To get the app, text 
APP10 to 86792 and you will receive a link to download it.

Get Peace of Mind with 
Automatic Renewal

AAA Auto Pay is the convenient way to pay 
your membership dues! There are no checks 
to write, no stamps to buy, no late payments 
and no risk of having your membership lapse. 
Choose AAA Auto Pay and your membership 
dues will be automatically charged to your 
credit card, debit card, or checking account 
each year. When you enroll using your credit 
or debit card, your account will be charged 
seven business days prior to the membership expiration date. Enroll 
by using your checking account and your account will be charged 
one day in advance of the expiration date. To learn more or enroll 
in AAA’s Auto Pay Program, call 1-800-441-5008 or visit your local 
AAA branch office. To sign up online, log in to your membership account at 
AAA.com and select “Enroll” in the Bill.

AAA Members Save More at Shell
The Fuel Rewards® Program is all about one thing: providing real, 

immediate savings on something you use all the time — fuel. AAA Members 
get automatic Gold Status and save 30¢/gal on their first fill-up at Shell 
when they join the Fuel Rewards® program by 12/31/23 and make their 
first transaction within 30/days of joining. After that, save 5¢/gal every 
day on each individual fill-up of up to 20 gallons from participating 
Shell stations.

REAL ID Extended to May 7, 2025
The Department of Homeland Security extended the REAL ID deadline to 

May 7, 2025. The REAL ID Act established minimum security standards for 
state-issued driver’s licenses and identification cards and prohibits Federal 
agencies from accepting for official purposes licenses and identification 
cards from states that do not meet these standards. Beginning May 7, 2025, 
every state and territory resident will need to present a REAL ID compliant 
license/ID, or another acceptable form of ID for boarding commercial 
aircraft, accessing Federal facilities and entering nuclear plants. The 
Transportation Security Administration (TSA) considers a current passport 
or military ID acceptable identification for boarding an aircraft. For more 
information on Pennsylvania’s REAL ID compliant license, visit dmv.pa.gov/
REALID/Pages/default.aspx.

VISIT PORTUGAL AND ALL IT HAS TO OFFER
Visit Portugal & It’s Islands fea-
turing Sintra, Azores & Madeira 
Islands. Experience the best of 
Portugal as you explore its cap-
ital city, coastal villages, and 
remote islands. It’s a trip des-
tined to lessen your bucket list 
and create lasting memories. 

Turn to page 9 for more information.

GIVE THE GIFT
OF AAA

SEE PAGE 3
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FREE JUNIOR 
ASSOCIATES 

Priceless Protection for Teens
If your teen has reached driving age, 

don’t let them go it alone. AAA members can 
extend their AAA coverage for dependents 
age 16 to 18, with a free Junior Associate 
membership. They’ll carry their very own AAA 
card, and are entitled to AAA benefits and 
services including 24/7 roadside assistance, 
exclusive savings at AAA Discounts & Rewards, 
AAA Mobile solutions and more. Members 
can add Junior Associates by calling or visiting 
their local AAA office or, by clicking on AAA.
com/JuniorAssociate. (All Associate Members 
must reside at the Primary Member’s address, and 
proof of age may be required).

Note: Free Junior Associates are not available with the Monthly Dues Option.

AAA DIRECTORY AAA BRANCH OFFICE LOCATIONS

INTERNET WEB SITE: www.AAA.com

AAA MEMBER SERVICES • ADDRESS CHANGE 
triptiks, maps, license 

412-363-5100 or 1-800-441-5008

APPROVED AUTO REPAIR

412-365-7411 or 1-800-233-9733

EMERGENCY ROAD SERVICE

412-362-1900 or 1-800-222-4357

EXPRESS TRAVEL RESERVATIONS

airline tickets, tours, cruises, rental cars

412-363-7283 or 1-800-354-8761

INSURANCE SERVICES: 1-800-207-7947

MEDIA RELATIONS: 412-365-7274

SAFETY: 412-365-7211

Altoona  
1634 Valley View Blvd 
814-946-1277

Butler 
138 Clearview Circle 
724-287-2713

Cranberry 
The Village Shoppes 
724-772-1122

Erie 
6660 Peach St. Unit #2 
814-866-0246

Franklin 
491 Allegheny Blvd, Suite 200 
814-432-3960

Greensburg 
Eastgate Shopping Center 
724-834-8300

Hermitage 
1749 E. State St. 
724-981-9141

Indiana 
1169 Wayne Ave. 
724-349-4193

Jamestown 
111 W. Fifth St., Jamestown, N.Y 
716-488-1981

Lewisburg 
530 1/2 North Derr Drive 
570-524-7455

Lockport 
7135 Rochester Rd, Lockport, NY. 
716-434-2865

Meadville 
18939 Park Avenue Plaza Unit #7 
814-724-2247

New Castle 
40 East St. 
724-658-8551

New Kensington/Lower Burrell 
Crossroads Plaza 
724-339-4440

Pittsburgh–East Liberty/Shadyside 
5900 Baum Blvd. 
412-365-7196

Pittsburgh–Monroeville 
2725 Mosside Blvd. 
412-858-4640

Pittsburgh–North Hills Area (Ross 
Township) 
4790 McKnight Rd. 
412-367-7600

Pittsburgh–Pleasant Hills Area 
9 Clairton Blvd. (Rt. 51) 
412-655-6100

Pittsburgh–Robinson Township 
Robinson Town Centre 
412-809-2800

Pittsburgh–South Hills Area 
(Bethel Park) 
160 Ft. Couch Rd. 
412-833-5203

Rochester 
300 Adams St. 
24-775-8000

Somerset 
110 N. Center Ave. 
814-443-6526

Sunbury 
1001 Market Street. 
570-286-4507

Uniontown  
Fayette Crossing Shopping Ctr. 
724-438-8575

Warren 
2285 Market St. 
814-723-6660

Washington 
196 Murtland Ave. 
724-222-3800

Wexford-Wexford Plaza 
10548 Perry Highway 
724-933-3000

White Oak/McKeesport Area 
Oak Park Mall 
412-675-3400

From Where I Sit
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Harboring political royal-
ty is synonymous with 
Kennebunkport. The inti-
mate Maine town plucked 

from a Norman Rockwell painting con-
jures images of former President George 
H.W. Bush.

Walker Point Estate is where the 41st 
president spent much of his childhood. 
He also visited his family’s compound 
for summer retreats during his time in 
the Oval Office. The complex flexes its 
muscles into the Atlantic Ocean and is 
a symbol in a coastal city that sits in the 
southeast corner of the state.

The compound is guarded by secret 
service agents and is best viewed from 
a distance. It’s closed to the public but 
photos will capture its indelible ambi-
ance.

Kennebunkport, meanwhile, is 
more than a haven for former U.S. pres-
idents. Sea-centric bliss is abundant. 
Extravagant summer homes and sail-
boats populate a rugged shoreline to 
create the ideal north Atlantic setting. 

Local fishermen and lobstermen 
deliver the morning’s catch to open-air 
cafes and restaurants. The scent of fresh 
seafood wafts through the air.

Local artists claim their spots on the 
piers of Dock Square – Kennebunkport’s 
hub of entertainment. Nestled in the 
center of town, the neighborhood 
is comprised of boutiques and art 

galleries. Patio cafes offer the best 
people-watching perches, as well as 
mouthwatering lobster rolls and other 
fresh catches. 

Artists have spent years creating mas-
terful works, using canvases to describe a 
New England town blessed with breath-
taking surroundings. It’s a beach town 
that offers more than pristine sand and 

sunshine. It’s a backdrop to the Atlantic 
Ocean, offering a hallmark setting few 
northeastern towns can match.

The best time to visit Kennebunkport 
is between June and October. Average 
temperatures climb into the high 70s 
during the summer months, provid-
ing a warm yet comfortable climate. 
Beach bums can snuggle up to a new 

book with the soothing sounds of waves 
breaking onto the shore.

Cape Porpoise is a fishing village a 
few miles from Dock Square. Visitors 
can watch fishermen hauling in traps 
and entering and exiting the harbor 
from their boats at Cape Porpoise Pier. 
A handful of shops, galleries and sea-
food shacks are worth browsing, and 
Goat Island Light, one of Maine’s oldest 
lighthouses, also is nearby. 

There is no better way to view 
Kennebunkport than from the water. 
The sights are magnificent, whether it’s 
by kayak or paddleboard, or by sailboat 
or lobster-boat tours. The different per-
spective enhances the town’s setting. 

Seashore Trolley Museum, founded 
in 1939, has amassed more than 250 
trolleys, buses and subway cars from 
around the globe. Visitors can learn 
about the history of public transporta-
tion and take rides in select cars.

Built in 1887, St. Ann’s Church over-
looks the ocean and Kennebunk River. 
It’s a Kennebunkport historic site that is 
lauded for its stone façade, stained-glass 
windows and surrounding gardens. 
Guests won’t need to spend much time 
there to capture its grace. It’s a must-see 
spot, nonetheless.

Kennebunkport could be considered 
an overlooked coastal destination that 
deserves presidential respect. 

It’s certainly first in its class.

Kennebunkport charms guests upon arrival
Quaint Maine beach town exudes beauty, tranquility

SHOW THE WAY – A lighthouse watches over the Atlantic Ocean off the shore 
of Kennebunkport. Image: Claire. Adobe Stock.

Short jaunts rarely are mentioned 
in the same sentence with cruis-
ing – a form of vacationing that  
often runs seven days or longer.

Royal Caribbean is working to break 
that trend by adding ultimate three-
night weekend and four-night weekday 
getaways aboard Utopia of the Seas. It will 
debut this year and is the first Oasis Class 
vessel to offer short trips that will begin 
sailing in July from Port Canaveral, Fla.

Utopia of the Seas will introduce 
unmatched weekend energy across a 
combination of more than 40 ways to 
dine and drink. Pools will be scattered 
throughout the ship and a visit to Royal 
Caribbean’s private island, Perfect Day 
at CocoCay, is a given. The isle includes 
a new adults-only Hideaway Beach that 
also will open next year.

Utopia of the Seas is a getaway for 
friends, families and groups celebrating 
any occasion. Create your own week-
end with a pick and mix of different 
pools and beaches, flavors from around 
the world, nightlife, entertainment and 
more.

Complemented by Perfect Day at 
CocoCay’s pools and beaches, the vibes 
across Utopia of the Seas’ five pools range 
from upbeat to lowkey. 

Resort-style and sloping beach-entry 
pools grab your attention. Guests can 
hit the high-speed waterslides at The 
Perfect Storm, while the youngsters take 
on Spashaway Bay. 

Does a tranquil afternoon seem more 

enticing? Solarium is a retreat where 
adults recharge in a pool and whirlpools 
that are accompanied by a bar, day-
beds, panoramic-ocean views and the 
Solarium Bistro.

Suite Sun Deck is tucked away in the 
exclusive Suite Neighborhood. The pool 
features a bird’s-eye view of the ocean in 
a private oasis with daybeds, loungers 
and umbrellas.

Hungry? Good. Utopia of the Seas has 
numerous dining options sure to satisfy 
any cruiser’s tastebuds. It’s a world tour 

of dishes while island hopping in The 
Bahamas.

The immersive dining experience 
combines multiple courses, technolo-
gy and different destinations and sto-
rylines. Izumi and Izumi in the Park 
serves fresh sushi and Japanese-inspired 
sweets. Giovanni’s Italian Kitchen & 
Wine Bar spans two stories and offers 
authentic dishes, varietals and classic 
cocktails. Other eateries include The 
Mason Jar Southern Restaurant and 
Bar, Windjammer, Hooked Seafood and 

Chops Grille.
The ship includes more than 20 bars 

and entertainment spots, two casinos, 
live-music venues and showstopping 
entertainment.

Pesky Parrot serves fruit-based cock-
tails and is a slice of laidback paradise 
on the Royal Promenade. Casino Royale 
features nearly 400 slot machines and 
30 table games. Five live-music ven-
ues range from Spotlight Karaoke to 
Latin hotspot Boleros. Bell & Barley 
is an English pub with a live guitarist 
and Schooner is a classic piano bar. 
Shows steal the spotlight across air, ice, 
water and theater, including high div-
ing, slacklining and acrobatics at the 
AquaTheater; ice skating at Studio B; 
and theater productions at the Royal 
Theater.

Utopia of the Seas offers a variety of 
rooms. More than 20 types of accommo-
dations make finding a perfect fit easy 
and comforting. Choose from rooms 
with views of the ocean or neighbor-
hoods; layouts for five or more guests; or 
suites like Royal Loft Suite and Ultimate 
Family Suite; as well as a new category – 
the Solarium Suite.

When it comes to hitting repeat 
on memory making, adventurers can 
choose to get away on  Utopia of the 
Seas any Friday or Monday or go all out 
on any ship in Royal Caribbean’s action-
packed lineup of three- to eight-night 
vacations from Port Canaveral, which 
includes the new Wonder of the Seas.

SEA CREATURE – Royal Caribbean’s newest ship Utopia of the Seas is a massive 
vessel set to debut this year. Image: Royal Caribbean.

Royal Caribbean’s newest ship offers quick fix
Paradise a given on highly the impressive Utopia of the Seas
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New research by the AAA 
Foundation for Traffic Safety 
found that drivers who use 
advanced driver assistance sys-

tems (ADAS) grow more comfortable over 
time. Sometimes, however, too comfort-
able.

Attention to driving tended to stop 
weeks after using ADAS. These drivers 
also used ADAS more often when high-
way demands were lower.

The study involved 30 drivers who 
operated a vehicle with ADAS features, 
including Adaptive Cruise Control and 
Lane Keeping Assistance. Study partici-
pants drove the ADAS-equipped vehicle 
for six-to-eight weeks on highways and 
were assessed before, during and after on 
their behavior and attitudes toward the 
driving assistance.

Key takeaways from the study includ-
ed:
	 •	 Drivers can become comfortable 

with ADAS over time but are less 
likely to use the technologies in 
high-demand situations, preferring 
to use driver assistance on roads 
with lower traffic and better weath-
er conditions.

	 •	 Drivers who used their vehicle’s 
ADAS reported lower stress levels 
and greater driving enjoyment.

	 •	 Over six-to-eight weeks, there was 
an increase in frequency of system 
warnings reminding the drivers to 
pay attention. This suggests that 
drivers became more comfortable 

engaging in nondriving activities as 
they gained familiarity with ADAS.

The research found that drivers ini-
tially paid more attention to the driving 
task when using ADAS than when driv-
ing manually. However, drivers began to 
relax and multitask more often while the 
vehicle was in partial control after a few 
weeks of experience.

These findings suggest drivers can 
learn to trust and rely on ADAS over time. 
But drivers must be aware of the technol-
ogy’s limitations and be prepared to take 

over in an emergency.
ADAS is widely available. Technologies 

combine vehicle acceleration with brak-
ing and steering. Since the introductions 
of these features, there have been numer-
ous newsworthy instances of drivers mis-
using the systems by watching videos, 
working, sleeping or climbing into the 
backseat.

To prevent such activities, some vehi-
cles equipped with this technology mon-
itor drivers by using a camera-based sys-
tem that watches their faces or a system 

that tracks steering-wheel movements. 
Recent AAA automotive research testing 
found the camera-based system to be 
superior.

The AAA Foundation’s research rein-
forces the importance of the Safe System 
Approach (SSA). ADAS systems provide a 
safety benefit to drivers and other road 
users like cyclists and pedestrians, by 
alerting the driver to their presence. The 
SSA is a strategic way of leveraging the 
engineering and behavioral countermea-
sures proven effective at preventing traf-
fic crashes and the injuries that can result 
from them. 

The study’s findings suggest that driv-
ers are willing to use driver-assistance 
systems but are still cautious about rely-
ing too heavily on them. This is essential 
information for automakers and regula-
tors as they work to develop and deploy 
safe and effective automated vehicles.

The findings of this study suggest 
that ADAS-equipped vehicles have the 
potential to be a safe and efficient way 
to travel. A  Foundation report released 
last August estimates that available ADAS 
technologies could prevent approximate-
ly 37 million crashes, 14 million inju-
ries and nearly 250,000 deaths during 
the next 30 years. However, automakers 
and regulators must consider that drivers 
must retake complete control of their 
vehicles in certain situations. Vehicle 
automation must have safety features, 
allowing drivers to intervene quickly and 
easily.

SAFE TRAVELS – More drivers are using their vehicles’ advanced driver assis-
tance system technologies. Image: Imaginarium_photos. Adobe Stock.

Drivers learning to use safety technology
AAA research examines motorists’ use of ADAS features
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