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Experience the world at the 
Pittsburgh Travel Showcase

™

HE WORLD COMES TO YOU at the Pitts­
urgh Travel Showcase™. No passport is re­

quired. Neither is a visa nor a Real ID. It's an 
extravaganza unlike any other! 

The Pittsburgh Travel Showcase™ returns 
to the David L. Lawrence Convention Center 
on January 19, 20 and 21. The region's largest and 
most immersive travel show will bring more than 
100,000-square feet of travel vendors, exclusive sav­
ings, displays of vacationing options and more. 

There is NO better place to plan your next trip than 
at the Showcase. Travel experts combine with opportu­
nities to provide ideas to fulfill your travel dreams. It's 
too good to pass up! 

Take advantage of convenient one-stop shopping 
and a golden ticket to exclusive AAA savings! These 
show-only savings await visitors who book their next 

trip onsite. Simply put, enter with an open mind and 
leave knowing you just closed a fantastic deal! 

AAA Travel Advisors will be on-hand to do the work 
and research for you and make sure you're ready for 
your trip. Their knowledge comes from first-hand ex­
periences, allowing them to informatively suggest a 
variety of options meant make your wishes come true! 

So, let's begin to dream. 
Close your eyes and imagine the powdery snow of 

the Swiss Alps beneath your skis while the scent of 
pine trees tickles your nose. Imagine medieval castles 
on hillsides blanketed in grape vineyards along the 
Rhine Gorge. Envision yourself at the top of the Eif­
fel Tower or the Leaning Tower of Pisa. A comforting 
breeze adds to the ambiance as you stand under a blue 
sky dotted with puffy, white clouds or twinkling stars 
that illuminate the clear nighttime heavens. Look out 

continued on pg 21 

VISIT PITISBURGHTRAVELSHOWCASE.COM FOR COMPLETE DETAILS! 

PUI' AAA 

l'O GOOD USE 
SEE PAGE 3 

Get Peace of Mind with 
Automatic Renewal 
AAA Auto Pay is the convenient way to pay 

your membership dues! There are no checks 
to write, no stamps to buy, no late payments 
and no risk of having your membership lapse. 
Choose AAA Auto Pay and your membership 
dues will be automatically charged to your 
credit card, debit card, or checking account 
each year. When you enroll using your credit 
or debit card, your account will be charged 
seven business days prior to the membership expiration date. Enroll 
by using your checking account and your account will be charged 
one day in advance of the expiration date. To learn more or enroll 
in AMs Auto Pay Program, call 1-800-441-5008 or visit your local 
AAA branch office. To sign up online, log in to your membership account at 
AAA.com and select "Enroll" in the Bill. 

REAL ID Extended to May 7, 2025 
The Department of Homeland Security extended the REAL ID deadline to 

May 7, 2025. The REAL ID Act established minimum security standards for 
state-issued driver's licenses and identification cards and prohibits Federal 
agencies from accepting for official purposes licenses and identification 
cards from states that do not meet these standards. Beginning May 7, 2025, 
every state and territory resident will need to present a REAL ID compliant 
license/ID, or another acceptable form of ID for boarding commercial 
aircraft, accessing Federal facilities and entering nuclear plants. The 
Transportation Security Administration (TSA) considers a current passport 
or military ID acceptable identification for boarding an aircraft. For more 
information on Pennsylvania's REAL ID compliant license, visit dmv.pa.gov/ 
REALID/Pages/default.aspx. 

AAA Members Save More at Shell 
The Fuel Rewards® Program is all about one thing: providing real, 

immediate savings on something you use all the time - fuel. AAA Members 
get automatic Gold Status and save 30¢ /gal on their first fill-up at Shell 
when they join the Fuel Rewards® program by 12/31/23 and make their 
first transaction within 30/days of joining. After that, save 5¢/gal every 
day on each individual fill-up of up to 20 gallons from participating 
Shell stations. 

Find Lower Gas Prices with Auto Club app 
Eager to find the lowest gas prices in your location? AMs Auto Club app 

can help you save time and money by comparing prices of the nearest gas 
stations. The Auto Club app also goes beyond finding the lowest fuel prices. 
Members can use it to request roadside assistance, book travel reservations 
for flight, car rental, hotel, or cruise, and much more. To get the app, text 
APPlO to 86792 and you will receive a link to download it. 

SAIL THE BALTIC ON PRESIDENT'S CRUISE 
Cruise the storied Baltic Sea 
with AAA East Central President 
Terri Petrick via Azamara 
Cruises. Visit Denmark, Poland, 
Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, 
Finland and Sweden, and enjoy 
special AAA Member perks. 
The trip begins August 11, 2024. 

See page 9 for more Information. 
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Hertz 

Get to your Let's Go moments. 

AAA members: Make every journey special and enjoy everyday savings up to 20% 

off base rates with exclusive benefits. Plus, save $5 per day up to $25 off the base 

rate of daily, weekend and weekly rentals.* 

Include your AAA Discount Code (CDP# 215) and PC 211249 

in your reservation. 

JANUARY 2024 

Click: AAA.com/hertz I Call: 1-800-654-3080 

Visit: Your local AAA branch Book Today 

•save $5 per day off the base rate on daily rentals, $15 off the base rate on weekend rentals and up to $25 off the base rate on weekly rentals. Applies to pay later base rate only. Taxes, 

fees and options excluded. Discount will vary depending on location, date, length of rental, car class and other factors. Promotion Code 211249 and AAA CDP# 215 must be provided at 

time of reservation for full offer discounts. This offer is available at participating Hertz locations in the U.S., Canada and Puerto Rico. Age, driver, credit and qualifying rate restrictions for 

the renting location apply. Advance reservation required. Offer not valid and rate change or additional fees may apply in the event of reservation modification, early/late vehicle return 

or if not returning vehicle to renting location. Valid on all car classes except minivans, large SUVs and Dream cars. Offer has no cash value, and may not be used with other discounts, 

promotions or special rates. Offer valid for bookings and pickups through 12/31/2024. Subject to availability, blackout periods and additional restrictions. At the time of rental, present 

your AAA membership card for identification. © 2023 Hertz System, Inc. All rights reserved. CS 1023164 
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triptiks, maps, license 

airline tickets, tours, cruises, rental cars
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Get 10% back on The Active&Fit Direct™ Program after 12 months

Ring in a Happy New Year of Member Savings

Save up to 30% Sitewide on Appliances, Electronics and More!

AAA Members Can Join Hertz Gold Plus Rewards for FREE

Save on Eyeglasses, Contacts, 
Exams & Sunglasses

Exclusive Savings for AAA Members

Never Miss Online Member Discounts!

Save 55% off Your First Box, Plus 15% Off On-Going

Save 15% + Enjoy Free shipping on orders over $100

Cooking Healthy at Home — Members Get 21 FREE Meals!
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Lodging Discounts

Save on Shipping and Online Print Services

Your Ultimate Entertainment Hub

Join AAA Spot Club and Save

Save Every Day With Your AAA Membership Card

Save up to 30% Sitewide on Appliances, Electronics and More!

10%SAVE5%SAVE

5%SAVE 5%SAVE

SAVE 10%

11/23

DELUXE1

Monitors all three credit bureaus plus:
 Social Security Monitoring

 Dark Web Monitoring

  Identity Theft Insurance up to $1 Million 

 And more
Classic/Plus members: $10.95/month Premier members: SAVE 10%

COMPLETE1

Our highest level of protection includes all the features of Essential and Deluxe, plus:

  Experian Credit Lock

  Online Exposure Removal Assistance

  Social Media Monitoring

  And more

 Classic/Plus members: $17.95/month Premier members: SAVE 10%

ESSENTIAL1

Free Basic monitoring of your Experian credit file includes: 
 Experian Credit Monitoring   Lost Wallet Protection

Classic/Plus/Premier members: FREE 

SELECT THE  PLAN THAT’S RIGHT FOR YOU:

1ProtectMyID® Essential, ProtectMyID® Deluxe and ProtectMyID® Complete are provided by Experian®. You must be 18 years of age or older and a current AAA member to be eligible to enroll in ProtectMyID. A valid email address and access to the internet is required. Products subject to change or 
terminate at any time without notice. Certain terms, conditions, and restrictions apply. Please refer to the actual policies for terms, conditions, and exclusions of coverage. Coverage may not be available in all jurisdictions. Credit card required at enrollment. After your 2 free months, you will be billed the 
monthly rate plus applicable sales tax unless you cancel. Offer non-transferable and expires 12/31/24. Limit 1, 2-month-free offer, per member. Copyright © 2024 Auto Club Services, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

60FREE24

Save 15% With Clarins and Help Winter Skin
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Don't assume other driver will stop after crash 
What motorists should do if they're victims of a hit-and-run 
By Robin Jones You're driving on a busy 

highway when you notice 
a speeding car coming up 
quickly behind you. It's 

zigzagging between lanes, narrowly 
missing other cars. Before you can 
react, it catches up with you - and 
clips your car's rear end. 

Momentarily stunned, you ask if 
your passengers are OK, and you start 
to pull to the side of the road. Then, 
you get a second shock: The perpe­
trator is racing away, clearly with no 
intention of stopping to exchange 
insurance information. 

That's when you realize you're the 
victim of a hit-and-run driver. At this 
point, you know the normal post­
crash procedures don't necessarily 
apply. But how can you make sure 
your insurance claim goes smoothly? 
Keep the following tips in mind: 

DO pull over to a safe place and 
write down as much information 
about the other driver and the col­
lision as you can remember. Some 
or all of the other driver's license 
plate would be great. But even the 
other car's make, model and color 
can help, along with the direction it 
was headed and any damage the car 
might have sustained. 

DO take pictures of your car and 

CAN'T STAY - A driver reacts after seeing the damage done to her vehicle 
after a hit-and-run accident. Image: pathdoc. Adobe Stock.

the area in which the crash occurred 
if it is safe to do so. Time-stamped 
photos of the road and weather con­
ditions, as well as traffic flow, can 
assist with your claim. 

DO ask any witnesses to describe 
what they saw, and write down their 
testimony, names and contact infor­
mation, so that your claims adjuster 

can contact them, if necessary. 
DO call the police. If the damage 

is minor or no one is injured, the 
police might not come to the crash 
scene. However, your auto insurance 
policy might require you to notify 
the police of any hit-and-run acci­
dent. If that's the case, be sure to file 
a police report, whether at the scene, 

by phone or at the police station. 
DO report the collision accu­

rately when you call your insurer. 
Intentionally misrepresenting facts 
about an accident could lead to a 
suspicion of fraud. Insurance com­
panies are able to easily recognize 
whether a vehicle came into contact 
with another vehicle and whether 
it was in motion when it sustained 
damage. 

In many cases, either the victim, a 
witness or a surveillance camera can 
supply enough information for the 
police to find the fleeing driver. If a 
hit-and-run driver is caught, he or 
she could face these serious penal­
ties: fines up to $10,000 and prison 
time, depending on the severity of 
the damage or injuries caused by 
the crash. Plus, the DMV could put 
points on the driver's license; the 
driver's insurer, if he or she has one, 
could cancel coverage; and anyone 
injured in the accident could sue. 

DON'T play detective and chase 
the other car. You might be tempted 
to try to get the license-plate number 
for your claim, but that could result 
in unsafe driving and worsen the 
situation. Remember: As long as you 
have the appropriate coverage, your 
insurance company should assist in 
repairing your car. 

Annual new vehicle costs rise above $12K 
Record prices, 90% increase in finance rates drive numbers 

The yearly cost to drive a motor 
vehicle continues to rise. 

AAA's Your Driving Costs 
- a data source for expenses

associated with owning and operating 
a new vehicle - finds that the average 
cost of owning and operating a new 
vehicle in 2023 increased significant­
ly. The annual expense of $12,182 - or 
$1,015 monthly - is a sharp increase 
from 2022, when the average cost 
topped at $10,728- $894 monthly. 

"It's important for car buyers to 
clearly understand the costs asso­
ciated with owning a new vehicle," 
said Greg Brannon, AAA's director of 
automotive research. "Due to global 
supply-chain issues and constrained 
inventory of new vehicles, car prices 
rose dramatically in 2022. And while 
the situation continues to improve, 
the spillover effects are keeping prices 
high." 

The overall average manufacturer's 
suggested retail price (MSRP) of new 
vehicles in 2023 increased to $34,976 
- an annual increase of $1,575 from
the previous year. It's important to
note that MSRP does not always cor­
respond to a consumer's actual pur­
chase price and might vary depend­
ing on demand. A higher sticker price
directly impacted finance costs, with
vehicles boasting an average annual
finance of $1,253 - a 90% increase
from the previous year.

MONEYPIT - The cost to own a new car in 2023 rose to above $12,000. 
Image: pavel_shishkin. Adobe Stock. 

The change in the annual cost of 
owning a new vehicle also is likely 
driven by: 

• Depreciation, which is the dif­
ference between the car's value
upon purchase and the value of
the car when sold. According
to 2023's YDC projections, new
vehicles are expected to depreci­
ate by an average of $4,538 per
year over five years of ownership
- up 22% from 2022.

• The jump in new-vehicle prices
compared to used-vehicle values
that have experienced a decline
in the past year.

• Automakers have focused on pro­
ducing more oversized, luxurious
and expensive vehicles loaded
with extra features that increase
prices even more.

Compared to 2022, fuel ranked 
among one of the higher annual-cost 
categories. The average cost per mile 
in 2023 decreased roughly 2 cents per 
mile. Meanwhile, the cost of charging 
EVs increased by nearly 2 cents perk Wh 
from 2022. It went from 13.9 cents per 
kWh to 15.8 cents. The increase is like­
ly accounted for by higher-than-ex­
pected inflation, according to the U.S. 
Energy Information Administration. 

Your Driving Costs Online Calculator 

Or visit AAA.com/AutoRepair/DrivingCosts 

Given their size, fuel economy and 
prices, it should come as no surprise 
that half-ton pickups have the high­
est average driving costs among all 
vehicle categories covered in the YDC 
study. Pickup trucks excel at hauling 
and towing, although many buyers 
don't use them for these purposes. 
Potential buyers should be aware that 
the unique capabilities of pickups 
come at a high cost of more than $1 
per mile. 

The pickup market has slowed over 
the past 12 months, with gas prices 
trending higher and financial costs 
climbing. 

"The once popular pickup truck is 
now seeing a slight decline in demand 
as these vehicles have become increas­
ingly expensive, rivaling the price of 
many luxury cars,'' said Brannon. "As 
interest rates continue to climb, this 
adds a layer of expense per month 
that consumers should consider when 
shopping for their next vehicle." 



© 2023 MacNeil IP LLC

Maintain a spotless interior before, during, and after your 
winter excursions with WeatherTech. Our FloorLiner HP is 
laser measured to fully shield your footwell from spills and 

daily wear and tear. Coupled with our custom-fit Cargo 
Liner safeguarding your trunk space, you’ll have all you 

need to travel mess-free.

EXPERIENCE MORE,
CLEAN LESS

AAA members:
call 800-441-6287

to save 5%
For more details on AAA Premier benefits, refer to the Member Guide. To upgrade to Premier, dues for Classic and Plus level must also be paid.  
Member benefits subject to change without notice and certain restrictions and conditions apply. Extended roadside benefits, where available, are 
effective 7 calendar days after processing, and receipt of full payment due.  Copyright © 2024 AAA East Central. All Rights Reserved. 

Upgrade to AAA Premier®

More benefits.  More peace of mind!

Upgrade today! 
Call 1-800-441-5008 • Click AAA.com• Visit Your Local Branch

• Expanded towing bene�t: One
tow per household up to 200 miles

• Vehicle Lockout: $150 toward
locksmith parts and labor

• Home Lockout: $100 toward
locksmith parts and labor

• One-day complimentary standard
rental car with in-territory tow

• Concierge services prior to or
during an eligible trip 100 miles
or more from home

• Save over $100 with the exclusive
price of $45 on a Safelite
AutoGlass® windshield chip repair

• One free set of passport photos

• Free personal notary service

• & so much more!
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SERENITY NOW - AmaWaterways ship AmaSerena exceeds expectations in all categories. Image: AmaWaterways. 

AmaWaterways ship sits at top of class 
AmaSerena exceeds high standards on storied Rhine River 

I
t's easy to equate massive ocean-lin­
er ships with cruising. The Pacific, 
Atlantic and Caribbean quickly 
come to mind. Vessels are the size 

of cities and carry the population to 
match. 

Cruising, however, represents an 
evolving market that is growing on 
smaller waterways. The interest in river 
cruising has increased significantly the 
past two decades. And it's not difficult 
to learn why. 

Ships sail on many of the world's 
most historic rivers. They glide peace­
fully on the Rhine, Danube, Seine and 
Moselle, to name a few. They visit myr­
iad countries that have more stories 
to tell than Shakespeare. Learn about 
medieval times. Experience new cul­
tures and witness indelible sights that 
will burnish your mind, strengthen your 
soul and meet any expectation. 

AmaWaterways, meanwhile, plays a 
leading role in river cruising's climb in 
popularity. Its 26 ships sail throughout 
Europe and parts of Africa and Asia. 

It's vessels have few peers and share 
wonderful characteristics. 

They're luxurious but not gaudy. 
Cozy but not crowded. Peaceful but not 
quiet. And relaxing but never boring. 

AmaSerena sits among its finest ships. 
Its stylish design quickly grabs your 
attention. Doors slide open upon arriv­
al. The marble floor and gold hand rail­
ings sparkle. A glass-encased elevator 
adds to the ambiance. It's an intimate 
setting that personifies AmaWaterway's 
commitment to providing the best ame­
nities. 

Built in 2015, the 443-foot-long vessel 
offers 81 staterooms that can accom­
modate 162 passengers. Spacious rooms 
provide comfortable living quarters. A 
balcony enhances the openness. Pour a 
glass of wine, have a seat and absorb the 
changing landscapes of the Rhine River 
while sailing from Switzerland to the 
Netherlands. 

AmaSerena has multiple places in 
which to dine. Enjoy breakfast, lunch 
and dinner while seated in its elegant 
dining room. Tables and booths unique­
ly populate an expansive hall that keeps 
guests from feeling crowded. Windows 
offer spectacular views of the water. 

Delectable aromas waft from a kitchen 
comprised of fine-dining chefs. 

Reserve a seat to experience the 
Chef's Table feast in a dining area locat­
ed on the third floor. The room's sprawl­
ing windows offer spectacular views. Sit, 
mingle with fellow cruisers and enjoy a 
seven-course meal paired with a variety 
of wines. 

Guests also can enjoy bistro meals in 
the lounge - the ship's main gathering 
place. It's a hotspot - the cool place to 
be. Comfy sofas, tables and a bar envel­
op an area designed specifically to be the 
ship's entertainment hub. 

AmaSerena sits among its finest 
ships. Its stylish design quickly 

grabs your attention. Doors slide 
open upon arrival. The marble 
floor and gold hand railings 

sparkle. A glass-encased elevator 
adds to the ambiance. 

It's an intimate setting that 
personifies AmaWaterway's 
commitment to providing 

the best amenities. 

Image: AmaWaterways. 

The river never has seemed 
more enticing to cruisers. More 
are learning that traveling small 
doesn't mean settling for less. 

It exceeds expectations. 
Happy hour begins by early evening 

before dinner. This sacred time of day is 
highlighted by wine and a drink of the 
day. Libations flow and conversations 
spark. Comforting music strums from 
the hands of a piano player. 

Champion Ship 

Facts about AmaSerena: 

Year built... ........................................ 2015 

Length .......................................... 44 3 feet 

Width ............................................. 38 feet 

Staterooms ............................................ 81 

Passenger capacity .............................. 162 

Source: AmaWaterways 

AmaSerena has a small library that 
serves as a sitting place. A workout 
facility allows guests to exercise, yoga 
classes are taught in the lounge each 
morning and spa services also are 
available. 

A pool on the sundeck boasts a 
swim-up bar. Walk or jog on the out­
door track. Play chess on an over­
sized board topped by large pieces. Or 
have a seat and appreciate unrivaled 
scenery. 

It's a remarkable lineup built on the 
shoulders of a remarkable staff. The 
ship's amiable captain converses with 
guests. His crew works diligently to keep 
the ship moving and docking safely 
and on schedule. The cruise and hotel 
managers are gems. Peerless greeters, 
chefs, servers, bartenders and house­
keepers work congruently to guarantee 
guests have memorable trips for all the 
right reasons. 

The river never has seemed more 
enticing to cruisers. More are learn­
ing that traveling small doesn't mean 
settling for less. 
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August 11-22, 2024 • 11 Nights • Azamara Onward

$4,499 per person double occupancy Balcony stateroom 

ITINERARY 
Sunday, August 11 Copenhagen, Denmark 

Monday, August 12 Gdansk, Poland 

Tuesday, August 13 Gdansk, Poland 

Wednesday, August 14 Klaipeda, Lithuania 

Thursday, August 15 Riga, Lativa 

Friday, August 16 AtSea 

Saturday, August 17 Tallinn, Estonia 

Sunday, August 18 Kotka, Finland 

Monday, August 19 Helsinki, Finland 

Tuesday, August 20 Mariehamn, Finland 

Wednesday, August 21 Stockholm, SWeden 

Return Home 

PRICE INCLUDES: 

• 11-night cruise accommodations in a
Verandah Stateroom

• Most onboard meals and entertainment

• Government taxes and fees

• Select standard spirits, international
beers and wines

• Shipboard gratuities

• Bottled water, soft drinks, specialty
coffees and teas

• Self-service laundry

• Concierge services for personal
guidance and reservations

• Complimentary AzAmazing Evening
Event

• Azamara's White Night (Everyone wears
white this evening)

• Special AAA President's Cruise perks

- Upgrade to Premium Beverage
package

- Unlimited Wifi for 1 device
per stateroom

- $300 Shore Excursion Credit
per stateroom

- 1 night of Specialty Dining

PAGE 9 

Full itinerary & 
more information at 

AAA.com/Presidentscruise 

0 
AZ AM AR A Rates are per person (double occupancy), are subject to availability at time of booking and include

� 
accommodations/ entertainment, most onboard meals, member perks and government taxes/fees of up to

c R u I s E s $184.83. Ask about available add-on airfare. Ship's registry: Malta. 

TRAVEL WITH CONFIDENCE: BOOK THROUGH 
YOUR TRUSTED AAA TRAVEL ADVISOR. 
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Discover the Caribbean and Mexico

Bamboo River Raft - $70.58 per person
Scape Park - $129.00 per person Isla Mujeres Catamaran - $129.00 per person 

Horseback Riding – $183 per person 

Baby Beach Jeep Adventure - $109.43 per person 

Palm Pleasure Snorkel Adventure  
– $93.40 per person
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t-877-422-2645 AAA.comnravel /1J#V: f;iiU;Zi:J 

Enjoy a "Perfect Day at Cococay" a private island 
experience. Cool off in the Caribbean's largest 
freshwater pool. Relax in the privacy of your 
Overwater cabana. Share a seffie from a hot air 
balloon soaring 450 feet above the island, and much, 
much more. 

6-NIGHT ITINERARY

Ft. Lauderdale, FL - Embarkation 

Cococay 

At Sea 

Day 4 Georgetown, Grand Cayman 

Bimini, Bahamas 

Disembark - Ft. Lauderdale, FL 

AMAZING MEMBER PERKS! 

I 
Per stateroom, double occupancy {balcony or higher category) 

• 6-night cruise accommodations 
• All Included Package for two adults per stateroom 

- Classic Bevera8e Packaqe, Basic Wi-Fi 
package, Gratuities to shipboard personnel 

Rates are per person (double occupancy), are subject 
to availability at time of booking and include 6-night 
accommodations/entertainment, most onboard meals, 
member perks and government taxes/fees of $165.24. Ask 
about available adcJ-on airfare. Ship's registry: Malta 

Full itinerary & 
more information at 

AAA.com/FeatureclVacations 

Sail on this 8-night Caribbean cruise on the Celebrity 
Summit, starting in Ft. Lauderdale, but ending in San 
Juan. Visit 5 different ports in the beautiful Western 
and Southern Caribbean. 

I-NIGHT ITINERARY

Day l Ft. Lauderdale, FL - Embarkation 

Day 2 At Sea 

Day 3 Labadee, Haiti 

Day4 At Sea 

Day 5 St. Johns, Antigua 

Day 6 Roseau, Dominica 

Day 7 Castries, St. Lucia 

Day 8 Basseterre, St Kitts & Nevis 

Day 9 Disembark -San Juan, Puerto Rico 

AMAZING MEMBER PERKS! 
Per stateroom, double occupancy {balcony or higher category) 

• 8-night cruise accommodations 
• All Included Package for two adults per stateroom 

- Classic Bevera8e Packaqe, Basic Wi-Fi 
package, Gratuities to shipboard personnel 

Rates are per person (double occupancy), are subject 
to availability at time of booking and include 8-night 
accommodations/entertainment, most onboard meals, 
member perks and government taxes/fees of $138.80. Ask 
about available adcJ-on airfare. Ship's registry: Malta 

The fourth ship in Celebrity's revolutionary Edge® Series, 
the Celebrity Ascent takes their innovative outward­
facing design further than ever, creating an even closer 
connection between you, the sea, and every exciting 
place on the horizon. Soak up the sun, salt breezes, and 
stunning scenery in newly expanded open-air spaces. 
Savor fine dining that rivals anything you'd find on land. 
And discover even more ways to relax and renew. 

7-NIGHT ITINERARY

Day l Ft. Lauderdale, FL - Embarkation 

Day2 AtSea 

Day 3 Puerto Plata, Dominican Republic 

Day 4 Charlotte Amalie, St. Thomas 

Day 5 Philipsburg, St. Maarten 

Day 6 At Sea 

Day7 AtSea 

Day 8 Disembark - Ft. Lauderdale, FL 

AMAZING MEMBER PERKS! 

I 

Per stateroom, double occupancy {balcony or higher category) 

• 7-night cruise accommodations 
• All Included Package for two adults per stateroom 

- Classic Bevera8e Packaqe, Basic Wi-Fi 
package, Gratuities to shipboard personnel 

Rates are per person (double occupancy), are subject 
to availability at time of booking and include 7-night 
accommodations/entertainment, most onboard meals, 
member perks and government taxes/fees of $151.09. Ask 
about available adcJ-on airfare. Ship's registry: Malta 

Celebrity WA VE otter 
Book by 4/1/24 for travel through 4/30/26 

75% off 2nd guest 50% off 2nd guest 
w/non-refundable deposit w/refundable deposit 

Bonus Savings up to $200 per stateroom 
Offer does not apply to cruisetours, Galapagos sai/ing,s, or the 3 group above. Alf groups sailing through 12/31/24, regardless of 

creation date, will maintain alf three included amenities (Classic Drinks, Basic Wi-Fi, and Tips) as originally marketed. Effective 11/1/23, 
existing 2025 group sailings wilf convert to the new Celebrity Alf Included amenities: Classic Drinks & Basic Wi-Fi. 

CelebrityXCruises� 
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$479
*Taxes, fees and port expenses of up to $153* USD per person are additional and subject to change.

Oasis Symphony Wonder

  CHOCOLATE 
COVERED STRAWBERRIES

t

*Prices are per person, cruise only, based on double occupancy [in interior stateroom] and in U.S. dollars. All itineraries are subject to change without notice. 
Prices are subject to availability and change without notice. Certain restrictions apply. These may not be available during your voyage, may vary by ship and 
destination, and may be subject to change without notice. AAA Vacations® amenities are subject to change without notice and may be withdrawn at any 
time. Royal Caribbean International reserves the right to correct any errors, inaccuracies or omissions and to change or update fares, fees and surcharges at 
any time without prior notice. Contact your AAA Travel Advisor for full terms of offer including AAA Vacations® ©2023 Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. Ships’ 
registry: The Bahamas 11/20/2023

Harmony Icon SM Odyssey
NEW

AAAAAA  VVAACCAATTIIOONNSS  ®®  AAMMEENNIITTIIEESS**  ——  OONNLLYY  OONN  RROOYYAALL  CCAARRIIBBBBEEAANN®®
ANY SHIP, ANY SAILING & ANY STAEROOM CATEGORY

NO COLD.  ALL BOLD.

Perfect Day at CocoCay, Bahamas

MEMBER BENEFIT† / FREE 8 x 10 PRIN T OR DIGITAL PHOTO

AMENITY VALUE UP TO $250 PER BALCONY OR SUITE BOOKINGS

HIGHLIGHTS
• Explore the iconic attractions of Venice including

the winding canals and St. Mark's Square
• Discover the plethora of exquisite museums

and art galleries on offer in Florence
• Throw a coin in the famous Trevi Fountain

and climb the historic Spanish Steps in Rome

• 6 nights’ hotel stay with breakfast
• Walking Tour and Gondola Tour in Venice
• Walking Tour of Florence
• 2-day Hop-on-Hop-off pass in Rome

Visit your local AAA Travel Office • Call 800.354.8761 • Click AAA.com/Travel

VENICE, FLORENCE, AND ROME 
Venice > Florence > Rome

 7 DAYS FROM $1,299 *
PP

 EXCLUSIVE AAA
MEMBER BENEFIT!

Save $50 per booking on packages 5 days (4 nights) or more
Save $100 per booking on packages 7 days (6 nights) or more

LIMITED TIMEOFFER
Save $400per coupleon any Italian rail vacationinclusive of 7 nightsor more
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Small-group escorted tours are the best! With up to only 14 guests per guide, you'll receive 1-on-1 attention. Small 
group travel allows you to maximize your precious time off. Instead of worrying about logistics, you can focus all your
energy on having the experience of a lifetime. 
Travel in a smaller but very comfortable Mercedes Sprinter (or similar) for more flexibility and access to places a 
bus can't go. See sights, hike trails and drive scenic roads large groups can't. Small group travel allows you more 
enrichment opportunities as you journey off the beaten path. Enfiance your appreciation of natural wonders, make
new discoveries and personal connections on these intimate, active adventures. 

$3118 9 Per person/double occupancy 
JULY 7-13; JULY 14-20; 

AUG. 4-10; AUG. 11-17; AUG. 25-31 
HIGHLIGHTS 

Missoula, MT, National Bison Range, Flathead 
Lake, Big Fork, Two Medicine Lake, Running Eagle 

Falls, Appistaki Falls, Glacier National Park, 
St. Mary's, Going to the Sun Road, Whitefish, MT, 

Guided hiking and optional boating on Lake 
McDonald, Boating (float trip or whitewater 

rafting) on Middle Fork of Flathead River 

UTAH 
MIGHTY FIVE 

ARIZONA 
ADVENTURE 

GRAND TETON & YELLOWSTONE 
NATIONAL PARK 

ARIZONA• NEVADA UTAH• WYOMING• MONTANA 

$3,405 Perperson/doubleoccuponcy $3,789 Per person/double occupancy 
MAR.31-APRIL 7; MAY12-19; 

SEPT. 22-29; OCT. 20-27 
MAY 19-26; JUNE 9-16; JULY 14-21; 

AUG. 11-18; SEPT. 29-OCT. 6; OCT. 13-20 

CANYONS 
j I OF ESCALANTE 

$3,115 Perperson/doubleoccuponcy 

L L_
MAY5-12;OCT.6-13 

UTAH• NEVADA 

TRAIL OF THE 
ANCIENTS 

NEW MEXICO• COLORADO • UTAH 

i 

BLACK HILLS OF 
SOUTH DAKOTA

SOUTH DAKOTA 
$ 2,539 Per person/double occupancy 

MAY 20-25; JUNE 3-8; 
JULY 8-13; AUG. 26-31 

YOSEMITt SEQUOIA & THE 
CALIFuRNIA COAST 

CALIFORNIA 

$2,925 Per person/double occupancy 
L

$ 4,369 Per person/double occupancy L MAYll-19; SEPT.14-22; JUNE 9-16; JULY21-28 
OCT.19-27 

NEVADA• UTAH• ARIZONA• COLO 

OREGON 
SOUTH 
OREGON 

11 Gff,ti��W8P � I 
$3,789 Perperson/doubleoccupancy $4,755 Perperson/doubleoccupancy 

I MAR. 31-APRIL 7; APRIL 14-21; SEPT. 8-15; MAY 13-24; JUNE 16-27; AUG 18-29 
SEPT.29-0CT.5;0CT.27-NOV.3;NOV.17-24 SEPT.15-26; OCT.13-24 

$3,019 Perperson/doubleoccupancy 
JUNE 9-16, 2024, AUG. 11-18 

COLORADO 
NATIONAL PARKS 

COLORADO 

PAGE 13 

$ 3 I 115 Per person/double occupancy _J 
JUNE 16-23; AUG. 4-11; 

SEPT.15-22 

MAGNIFICENT 
ALASKA 

ALAKSA 

L
$7 ,8 99 Per person/double occupancy 

J JUNE 16-26; JULY 21-31; 
AUG.4-14 

RAILROADS OF 
THE OLD WEST 

COLORADO 

I $31119 Per person/ double occupancy IL_ JUNE23-29 __J

OREGON 
NORTH 
OREGON 

$2,745 Per person/double occupancy 
AUG.5-11 

,r,• •• •.. _ ·.. 
Full itinerary & more information at Before-discount rate is per person/double occupancy, subject to availability at time of booking and 

1111111 AAA.com/SmallGroups includes hotels, luggage handling (1 bag/person), sightseeing/admissions per itinerary and local 
_ ______ ___ __ __ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ __ __ ...,guide. Prices are land only, ask about air add-on. 

• House of Waterford Crystal • Experience Glasnevin
• Dromoland Castle • Irish National Stud
• Ring of Kerry • Medieval Castle Banquet
• King John's Castle • Dromoland Castle Dinner
• Cliffs of Moher • The Merry Ploughboy Pub
• Sheepdog Demonstration • Jameson Experience Midleton

Ireland is the land of breathtaking landscapes, friendly people, and once-in-a­
lifetime experiences. CIE Tours' vacations to Ireland help you experience the real 
Emerald Isle, whether you're raising a pint with new Irish friends at a lively pub, 
following in the footsteps of your ancestors among the rolling hills and picturesque 
castles, or enjoying the best of Irish culture through tastings and authentic 
experiences. You'll see Ireland in a whole new light. 

•Glasgow
• Loch Lomond
• Loch Ness Cruise
• Blair Athol Distillery
• Scottish evening - food and

entertainment 
• Edinburgh

• Belfast
•Dublin
• Killarney
• Blarney Castle
• Ring of Kerry
• Cliffs of Moher
•Galway

Let Scotland's lochs and highlands enchant you. There's a reason a unicorn is the 
symbol of Scotland-it's a land of pure magic. Travel there with CIE Tours to discover 
every enchanting vista, from the heather-covered Highlands to the depths of Loch 
Ness. Explore the rich Scottish culture, beyond the traditions of tartan, whisky and 
bagpipes. Let us introduce you to the charms of Scotland. 

Full itinerary & ,_._ Before-discount rate is per person/double occupancy, subject to availability at time of booking and 
more information at (.£� f;;f!,,!a'!l!!la{ includes hotels, luggage handling (1 bag/person), sightseeing/admissions per itinerary and local 

AAA.com/FeaturedVacations -- guide. Prices are land only, ask about air add-on. 
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NOT JUST A TRAVEL SHOW: 
IT’S YOUR FIRST CLASS TICKET 

TO EXCLUSIVE AAA TRAVEL SAVINGS!

ATTEND FREE INFORMATION-PACKED PRESENTATIONS IN 3 DESTINATION THEATERS!

REGISTER AT THE PITTSBURGH TRAVEL SHOWCASETM TO WIN VALUABLE PRIZES! SEE PAGE 23.

Jan 19 • 20 • 21Jan 19 • 20 • 21

David L Lawrence Convention Center
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CLIP THIS ADMISSION COUPON FOR $2 OFF!

Friday, Jan 19 ......................................... Noon–6pm
Saturday, Jan 20 .................................... 10am–6pm
Sunday, Jan 21 ....................................... 10am–4pm

DAVID L LAWRENCE CONVENTION CENTER
www.PittsburghTravelShowcase.com

MEET MANY OF THE WORLD’S TOP TRAVEL EXPERTS!

ENJOY THESE AND MANY OTHER GREAT TRAVEL OFFERS DURING THE 3-DAY SHOWCASE!
GET $200 

ONBOARD CREDIT

PER STATEROOM 
 DOUBLE OCCUPANCY

NEW VERANDAH OR 
HIGHER STATEROOM 

BOOKINGS

5 NIGHT 
PACKAGES OR 

MORE RECEIVE UP 
TO $100 DISCOUNT 

PER BOOKING 
($25 PER PERSON)

UP TO $100 
ONBOARD CREDIT

PER STATEROOM DOUBLE 
OCCUPANCY

UPGRADE TO 
AAA PREMIER 
MEMBERSHIP  

10% ON THE LAND 
PORTION ONLY  

FOR ALL  
AIR-INCLUSIVE 

TOURS

creo
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6 night Land Tour followed by 
7 night Cruise: With two nights in 
Denali and a half-day cruise around 
Resurrection Bay, this 13-night 
holiday is filled with opportunities 
to see Alaskan wildlife by land and 
sea. 
ITINERARY: 

DAVI-Fairbanks 
DAY2-Fairbanks/Denali 
Day3-Denali 
Day 4 -Denali/Talkeetna 
Day 5 -Talkeetna/ Anchorage 
Day 6 -Anchorage/Seward 
Day 7 -Seward/Radiance of the Seas® 

Day 8 -Hubbard Glacier cruising 
Day 9 -Juneau 
DaylO-Skagway 
Day 11 -Icy Strait Point 
Day12-Ketchikan 
Dayl3 -Inside Passage cruising 
Day14-Vancouver, British Columbia 

6i,ili�l'w\f::_ t • ...,l , 
7 night cruise followed by 5 night 
Land Tour: Enjoy frontier hospitality 
in the small mountain towns of 
Girdwood and Talkeetna, along 
with two nights in the wilderness on 
Denali, for a rich Alaskan experience. 
ITINERARY: 

DAY 1-Vancouver, British Columbia 
Radiance of the Seas® 

DAY2- Inside Passage cruising 
Day3-Juneau 
Day 4 -Icy Strait Point 
Day5-Sitka 
Day 6 -Skagway 
Day7- Hubbard Glacier cruising 
oaya-Seward/Alyeska (Girdwood) 
Day9-Alyeska (Girdwood) Anchorage/ 

Denali 
DaylO -Denali 
Dayll -Denali/Talkeetna 
Day12 -Talkeetna/ Anchorage 
Day13 -Anchorage 

•• 
Full itinerary & 

more information at 
AAA.com/FeaturedVacations 

-

6 night Land Tour followed by 7 night Cruise followed by 6 night 
Land Tour.With two nights in Denali 
and a half-day cruise around 
Resurrection Bay, this 13-night holiday 
is filled with opportunities to see 
Alaskan wildlife by land and sea. 

7 night Cruise followed by 6 night 
7 night Cruise: See more of Alaska's 
spectacular scenery in unrivaled 
comfort traveling the full length of 
the Alaska Railroad in the glass­
domed railcars of The Wilderness 
Express. 
ITINERARY: 

DAY 1- Fairbanks 

ITINERARY: 

DAVI-Vancouver, British Columbia 
Radiance of the Seas® 

Land Tour: See more of Alaska's 
spectacular scenery in unrivaled 
comfort traveling the full length of the 
Alaska Railroad in the glass-domed 
railcars of The Wilderness Express. 
ITINERARY: 

DAY 1- Vancouver, British Columbia 
Radiance of the Seas® 

DAY 2 -Fairbanks DAY 2 -Inside Passage cruising DAY 2 -Inside Passage cruising 
Day 3 -Fairbanks/Denali DAY 3 -Juneau Day 3 -Juneau 
Day 4 -Denali DAY 4 -Icy Strait Point Day 4 -Icy Strait Point 
Day 5-Talkeetna DAY 5 -Sitka Day 5-- Sitka 
Day6-Talkeetna/Anchorage DAYS-Skagway Day6-Skagway 
Day 7 -Anchorage/Seward DAY 7 -Hubbard Glacier cruising Day 7 -Hubbard Glacier cruising 
Day 8 -Hubbard Glacier cruising DAY 8 -Seward Day 8 -Seward/ Anchorage 
Day9-Juneau DAY9-Seward/Anchorage Day9-Anchorage/Talkeetna 
DaylO- Skagway DAY10-Anchorage/Talkeetna Dayl0-Talkeetna/Denali 
Dayll -Icy Strait Point DAYll -Talkeetna/Denali Dayll -Denali 
Day12- Ketchikan DAY12-Denali Day12- Denali/Fairbanks 
Day13 -Inside Passage cruising DAY13-Denali/Fairbanks Dayl3 -Fairbanks 
Day14-Vancouver, British Columbia DAY14-Fairbanks Day14- Fairbanks 

Rates are per person (double occupancy), are subject to availability at time of booking and include 
accommodations/ entertainment, most onboard meals, member perks and government taxes/fees of up to 
$284.63. Ask about available add-on airfare. Ship's registry: Bahamian registry 

Canadian Rockies Canadian Rockies Canadian Rockies Maritimes 
featuring Rocky Mountaineer & Glacier National Park by train 
July 14-21, 2024 Aug. 4-10, 2024 Aug. 25-Sept. 2, 2024 
$7,749 per person double occupancy $4,349 per person double occupancy $7,599 per person double occupancy

Additional Departure: 
HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE: HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE: September 21-28, 2024 

HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE: 

• Vancouver - 2-night stay 
- Guided touring to include Stanley Park

• Rocky Mountaineer SilverLeaf excursions -
Vancouver to Kamloops; Kamloops to Lake 
Louise

• Choteau Lake Louise - overnight stay
• Sanft - 2-night stay

- Guided sightseeing; free time
• lcefields Parkway - guided sightseeing
• lcefields Adventure - Choice of Tour
• Calgary

•Calgary
• Head-Smashed-In Buffalo Jump
• Waterton Lakes National Park
• Glacier National Park

- Going-to-the-Sun Road
•Banff
• Athabasca Glacier

- Choice of Tour: Ice Explorer Glacier Tour
or Columbia lcefield Skywalk

• Lake Louise

• British Columbia 
•Vancouver
• VIA Rail - excursion and overnight

accommodations
• Alberta
• Jasper
• Mal1gne Lake 
• Athabasca Glacier 
• Choice of Tour: Ice Explorer Glacier Tour or
Columbia lcefield Skywalk,

• Lake Louise
• Sanft
• Calgary

Coastal Wonders 
Aug. 2-12, 2024 
$4,949 per person double occupancy

HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE: 

• Halifax
• Peggy's Cove
•Mahone Bay
• Lunenburg
• Cape Breton Island
• Cabot Trail
• Prince Edward Island
• Anne of Green Gables Museum
• Hopewell Rocks
• Fundy Trail
• Grand Pre National Historic Site

Full itinerary & 
more information at 

AAA.com/FeaturedVacations 

Before-discount rate is per person/double occupancy, subject to availability at time of booking and includes 
roundtrip flights from Pittsburgh, hotels, luggage handling (1 bag/person), sightseeing/admissions per itinerary 
and local guide. Additional airline baggage fees may apply. Note: Discounts only apply to air inclusive rates. 
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AAA TRAVEL AGENCY
AAA 

Member Rates are per person (double occupancy) 

FEATURED VACATIONS

®

Altoona PA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 814-946-1277
Bridgeport WV  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 304-842-2221 
Butler PA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 724-287-2713
Columbiana OH .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 330-482-3836
Cranberry Township PA   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 724-772-1122
East Liverpool OH  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 330-385-2020
Erie PA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 814-866-0246
Franklin PA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 814-432-3960
Greensburg PA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 724-834-8300
Hermitage PA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 724-981-9141
Indiana PA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 724-349-4193
Martinsburg WV  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 304-263-4619 
Meadville PA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 814-724-2247
Morgantown WV   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 304-598-7470 
New Castle PA   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 724-658-8551 
New Kensington/Lower Burrell PA  .  . 724-339-4440

Rochester PA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 724-775-8000
Uniontown PA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 724-438-8575
Warren PA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 814-723-6660
Washington PA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 724-222-3800
Weirton WV  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 304-748-1616 
Wheeling WV   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 304-233-1810
AAA Travel Reservation Center  .  .1-800-354-8761

East Liberty/Shadyside   .  .  .  .  .  . 412-365-7196
Monroeville  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 412-858-4640
North Hills Area (Ross Twp)  .  .  . 412-367-7600
Pleasant Hills  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 412-655-6100
Robinson Township  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 412-809-2800
South Hills Area (Bethel Park)  . 412-833-5203
Wexford  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 724-933-3000
White Oak/McKeesport  .  .  .  .  .  . 412-675-3400

1AAA Member Benefi t: Activity voucher does not apply to air/car only bookings.
Advance reservations through AAA Travel required to obtain Member Benefi ts & savings which may vary based on departure date. Not responsible for errors or omissions. Pleasant Holidays acts only as an agent for cruise & tour providers listed. CST# 1007939-10. 
Pleasant Holidays is registered with the State of Florida as a Seller Of Travel ST#37983. Copyright©2023 Pleasant Holidays, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

AAA MEMBER BENEFIT: Members receive a $50 per booking activity 
voucher valid toward a variety of select activities in Mexico.3

NEW Secrets® Playa Blanca
Costa Mujeres

Word is out about the newest Secrets resorts in scenic Costa Mujeres, Mexico.
Secrets® Playa Blanca Costa Mujeres’ accommodations feature

authentic hand-crafted art with a nostalgic feel and elegant furnishings
for a beachside escape. 

Secrets’ world-renowned Unlimited-Luxury® experience includes 24-hour access
to options including choice cuisine from six á la carte restaurants, a bu� et, a grill and
a café. Indulge in a variety of drinks at eight di� erent bars in this adults-only retreat.
The Unlimited-Luxury® di� erence means the food, drinks, entertainment and more

are available for one all-inclusive price.

EXPERIENCE THE NEWEST ADULTS-ONLY
SECRETS RESORT IN MEXICO

RENDERING
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Full itineraries & 
pick-up locations at

AAA .com/FeaturedVacations

Ships’ registry: 
RCI — Bahamas
CCL — Bahamas

PITTSBURGH TO BALTIMORE MD DEPARTURES

PITTSBURGH TO NJ AND NY DEPARTURES 
These departures also include 1-night pre-cruise hotel stay, hotel breakfast  
and brief New York City motorcoach tour .
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Tips From a AAA Travel Advisor: Ebonee Hiner 

Utah's Mighty Five live up to their billing 
Natural wonders, adventure abound on this epic journey 

I
'm an outdoorsy type of person, 
so it's no surprise that Utah and 
the state's MIGHTY FIVE moved 
to first place on my travel list after 

AAA Travel Advisor: 

Ebonee Hiner 

my trip this past 
November. I've 
been a travel 
advisor for six 
years, and this 
adventure took 
my breath away! 

As soon as we 
arrived in Salt 
Lake City, our 
1 2 - p a s s e n g e r  
van and driver 
guide took us to 
Antelope Island, 
90 minutes from 

town. We visited the Great Salt Lake, 
the largest of its namesake, and saw 
bison roaming in their natural habitat. 
Later, we toured Salt Lake City, includ­
ing the Utah Capitol building, and 
world-famous Mormon Tabernacle. 

Day 2, we drove four hours to 
Canyonlands National Park in south­
eastern Utah. It's known for its dra­
matic desert landscape carved by the 
Colorado River. We saw Mesa Arch, one 
of the West's most photographed land­
forms, and Grand Point View Trail -
named because when you look over the 
cliff, the rocks look like a dead horse. 
Another notable area was the Needles, 
the remote Canyons of the Maze. 

Day 3, we discovered the mighty 

BREATHTAKING- The Mesa Arch offers a gateway to the beautiful Canyonlands. 
Image: Ebonee Hiner. AAA. 

Arches National Park, a red-rock won­
derland of eroded sandstone. The 
landscape has contrasting colors, land­
forms and textures unlike any other, 
with 2,000 natural-stone arches, soar­
ing pinnacles, massive rock fins and 
giant balanced rocks. I chose a six­
mile, round-trip hike to Delicate Arch. 
It was steep and took about 90 minutes 
uphill. My travel tip is to get there early 
enough to see the sunrise. 

Day 4, we drove by the Moab 
Petroglyphs from the Native American 

Anasazi tribe, towering 60-70 feet off 
the road. All of this on our way to 
Goblin Valley State Park, where we 
saw thousands of hoodoos, referred to 
locally as goblins, which are formations 
of mushroom-shaped rock pinnacles, 
some as tall as several yards. 

We ended the day at Capitol Reef, 
so named by the early settlers who 
thought the domes on the rock forma­
tions looked like the Capitol building 
in D.C. I hiked the 1.2-mile trail to 
Hickman Natural Bridge - a 125-foot-

tall formation that spans 133 feet! Our 
group indulged and spent the night at 
the Capitol Reef Resort, one of the Top 
20 Resorts in Utah honored by Travel + 
Leisure in 2023. You can stay in a luxu­
rious stand-alone cabin, relax in a tee­
pee or go glamping in their Conestoga 
Wagon rooms onsite. 

Day 5, we drove Highway 12 - a 
123-mile scenic byway designated an
All-American Road to Bryce Canyon
- known for its crimson hoodoos or
spire-shaped rocks. At Bryce, our tour
guide gave us two options for a longer
or shorter hike. I took the challenge
and hiked two hours on the Queens
Garden trail to the Navajo Trail loop,
a 32-story hike, 7,000 feet in elevation.

Every day kept getting better and 
Day 6 was no exception. Zion National 
Park is distinguished by the canyon's 
steep red cliffs. Some trails were closed 
due to falling rocks. Our tour guide 
told us which ones were open. Zion 
has a shuttle system, so you start at the 
visitors center and the shuttle goes to 
all eight trails. We did the Narrows on 
the last stop. Then after a one-hour 
hike, we got back on the shuttle to the 
next trail. 

My travel tips are pack good hiking 
shoes that are already broken-in, layer 
your clothes. It was cold in the morn­
ings, and warm in the afternoon. And 
have your camera ready. Everything is 
SO PHOTOGENIC! And it's OK to do 
the easier hikes! 

Scotland's islands more than window dressing 
Natural beauty, history come to life on country's army of isles 

I
t could be called the "Land of 
1,000 Islands" and it wouldn't 
be a stretch. That's Scotland, the 
United Kingdom country that has 

more than 790 offshore islands - nearly 
100 inhabited. 

Island hopping isn't a cliche in 
Scotland; it's a sport. But these aren't 
your typical isles. They're home to rocky, 
weather-beaten coasts, white beaches, 
rugged mountains, heather-clad moor­
land and tranquil inland lochs. 

Most of these islands share unique 
personalities. They have stories to tell 
anyone who's willing to stop by and 
listen. 

Whisky is synonymous with the Isle 
of Islay. Coveted by connoisseurs for its 
peaty, smoky flavor, it's a rare treat. The 
island houses nine distilleries, includ­
ing Lagavulin and Ardbeg, which trans­
lates from the Gaelic term for a "dark 
and mysterious place." 

The Laphroaig distillery offers "Water 
to Whisky Experience," a 4.5-hour tour 
that includes visiting the water source 
and tasting from a selection of casks. 
The Gaelic term for whisky is "Uisge 
Beatha" or "water of life." 

The Isle of Lewis is home to Lews 
Castle that presides over Stornoway. It's 
the largest island in the Outer Hebrides. 
The Standing Stones of Calanais date 

OLD COUNTRY - Skara Brae is a 5,000-year-old village on the Scottish island 
of Orkney. Image: Vincentco64. Adobe Stock. 

5,000 years and centerpiece the ritu­
al landscape. Winds rage around this 
northern headland, making it the 
windiest spot in the U.K. 

Majestic cliffs and sea stacks popu­
late Orkney's coastline, including the 
striking Old Man of Hoy. Skara Brae is a 
5,000-year-old village and the best-pre-

served Neolithic site in Western Europe. 
Skara Brae thrived as a community well 
before the building of Stonehenge or 
the Egyptian pyramids. Stone walls, 
passageways and stone furnishings -
including beds and dressers - remain 
intact. 

Skara Brae is part of the Heart of 

Orkney World Heritage Site. It's joined 
by Maeshowe, a chambered tomb, the 
Stones of Stenness and the Ring of 
Brodgar. Guests can explore the Viking 
Cathedral that dominates the skyline of 
Kirkwall, Orkney's ancient capital. 

Scotland meets Scandinavia and the 
North Sea meets the Atlantic Ocean in 
Shetland. Partially submerged ancient 
hills formed archipelago's series of 
islands. Thousands of sea caves, open 
sandy bays and sheltered sea lochs are 
onsite. Words from the Old Norse lan­
guage are preserved not only in place­
names but also in Shetland dialect that 
is used daily. Shetland ponies can be 
seen throughout the islands - grazing 
by roadside or on the heathery hills. 

Cuillin - the isle of Skye - is famous 
for its breathtaking scenery. Dramatic 
sea cliffs and towering slopes define 
its personality. Named "Cloud Island" 
in Old Norse, it's the largest of the 
Inner Hebrides and the most popular 
island with visitors. Mealt waterfall cas­
cades 180 feet, highlighting gorgeous 
scenery. Neist Point Lighthouse stands 
watch over the island's western tip near 
Glendale. 

Scotland might better be named 
"Scotlands". It's a country blessed with 
history and an island waiting to tell a 
story. 
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Let roads lead you to paradise in California 
State Highway 1, others take you on wondrous journeys Few states in the U.S. have as many 

personalities as California. 
Wine country, national 

parks, major-metropolitan cit­
ies, enormous redwood forests and small 
towns comprise much of a state built for 
sunshine and raining with stars. This 
vast state is waiting to be explored. 

Perhaps the best way to see California 
is by vehicle. Road trips are synonymous 
with the Golden State. Miles of roads 
hug the Pacific shoreline and other loca­
tions. Unique destinations are waiting 
to be discovered. 

State Highway 1 - aka Pacific Coast 
Highway - is arguably one of the world's 
most famous roadways. It's made count­
less appearances on the big and small 
screens. It covers nearly 700 miles from 
Mendocino County in the north to 
Orange County in the south. 

Ocean waves crash into rocky beach­
es. Winding roads uncover stunning 
sights, forests provide lush settings and 
territories are waiting to be uncovered. 

The Big Sur Highway is the road's 
most iconic stretch. It runs 72 miles 
between San Luis Obispo and Pebble 
Beach. Traveling this wondrous path 
will take you past some of the state's 
most epic scenery and destinations like 
Morro Bay, Hearst Castle, McWay Falls, 
the Bixby Creek Bridge and Big Sur. 

Highway 1 leads to the 17-Mile Drive, 
a private-toll road that has entertained 
visitors for more than a century. Circle 

PRETTY PICTURE - A colorful ocean sunset lights up the sky while taking a 
ride on Pacific Coast Highway near San Francisco. Image: Tunatura. Adobe Stock.

through Pebble Beach and Pacific 
Grove. Absorb the stunning landscapes 
and homes, as well as the famous Lone 
Cypress - a Monterey cypress tree that 
has been trademarked. 

Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes Complex 
is a short detour away on the Oceano 
and Nipomo Loop, south of San Luis 
Obispo. Towering, shifting sand dunes 
populate the area. And the Monarch 
Butterfly Grove is one of the largest col­
onies in the U.S. 

Highway 1 traces the magnificent 
coastline and sites like Point Reyes 
National Seashore just north of San 
Francisco. It's celebrated lighthouse and 
Fort Ross State Historic Park - a former 
19th-century Russian outpost - high­
light the location. 

Orange County offers a trip through 
the heart of California's surf cul­
ture along Pacific Coast Highway. 
Huntington Beach - aka Surf City USA 
- Newport Beach and Balboa Island join

hands with romantic Laguna Beach and 
Dana Point. Experience the epitome 
of the SoCal beach lifestyle along the 
famous roadway. 

In search of tranquility on a south­
ern California beach? Try Highway 75. 
Better known as Silver Strand Highway, 
it runs nine miles down the isthmus 
of Coronado to Imperial Beach in 
San Diego County. Take advantage of 
the upscale beach town of Coronado 
and witness the amazing San Diego­
Coronado Bay Bridge. 

And don't forget L.A. Take a road 
trip through Los Angeles on Sunset 
Boulevard. It runs 22 miles across the 
city, from downtown to the Pacific 
Palisades and Pacific Coast Highway. 
Visit the hipster districts like Echo Park 
and Silver Lake, the legendary Sunset 
Strip and ritzy Beverly Hills and Bel-Air. 

Highway 2 runs north of Los Angeles 
and offers travelers the opportunity to 
enjoy the Angeles Crest Scenic Byway. 
It meanders along the spine of the San 
Gabriel Mountains, splitting the Mojave 
Desert and L.A. Basin. 

A drive through the Avenue of the 
Giants is a 31-mile trip through a cathe­
dral of towering coastal redwoods in 
Humboldt Redwoods State Park. The 
world's tallest trees reside there. Many 
are more than 2,000 years old. 

Don't hesitate to hit the highway in 
California. It's a golden opportunity you 
don't want to pass up. 

Time stands still during trip to Barbados 
Caribbean isle hits on all cylinders in every tropical category 

B arbados might have you won­
dering if you found paradise. 
The climate is tropical and the 
surroundings are magical. This 

might be nirvana. 
The pear-shaped island lies about 

300 miles off the coast of Venezuela. It 
shares British Colonial traditions and 
mixes them perfectly with its modern 
appeal. 

The island is small, but it makes the 
most out of each parcel. It's 21 miles 
long and 14 miles wide - or just big 
enough. 

It's encircled by coral reefs that are 
teeming with marine life. Crystal-blue 
waters soothe your senses and calm your 
soul. Are you sure this isn't paradise? 

Bridgetown is the hub of Barbados. 
The capital city, once known as the 
"London of the West Indies," is a 
UNESCO World Heritage site. During 
the 18th and 19th centuries, the British 
Colonial Garrison ranked among the 
largest in the Colonies. 

Bridgetown often is the first landfall 
for ships that are making the Atlantic 
crossing. It remains a popular port. 
Carnival, Princess, Royal Caribbean and 
Celebrity are among the cruise lines 
that call. 

Beach bums can savor more than 70 
miles of pristine shoreline sand, ranging 
from mild to wild. The west coast stretch­
es from Bridgetown to Holetown. It's 
powdery-white beaches are populated 

PICTURE PERFECT - Puffy clouds populate a blue sky over the beautiful, 
pristine beaches of Barbados. Image: Richard Semik. Adobe Stock.

by luxury resorts and earned it the nick­
name "Platinum Coast". 

Tranquility reigns on the south coast. 
Crane Beach steals the spotlight. Ranked 
among the best beaches in the world, its 
alluring backdrop of cliffs and smiling 
crescent of pink sand make it a perfect 
romantic getaway. 

East Coast Road overlooks the robust 
northeast coast and is one of the island's 
most scenic drives. Surfers are drawn to 

Bathsheba Beach. It's cradled by hills, 
with enormous, mushroom-shaped 
boulders rising from the sea. The "Soup 
Bowl", where Atlantic rollers batter the 
shore, can be seen spectacularly from 
the cliffs. 

Andromeda Botanic Gardens cas­
cades off an elfin hillside that is strewn 
with large coral-rock formations. 
Peaceful trails meander through gen­
tle gullies that are filled with an array 

of orchids, ginger lilies, heliconia and 
palms. Green Monkeys chatter from the 
trees. 

The island earned its name because of 
its extravagant tropical foliage. In 1536, 
Portuguese explorer Pedro Campos 
called it Los Barbados - "the bearded 
ones" - after witnessing the long-hang­
ing aerial roots of the island's bearded 
fig trees. 

Barbados maintains a certain sense of 
decorum. Topless sunbathing and wear­
ing camouflage clothing is illegal. 

The lush green hills are sparked by 
remnants of old sugar plantations and 
mills. Tour restored Bajan Great Houses 
like St. Nicholas Abbey. Completed 
in 1660, it's one of the few remaining 
authentic Jacobean homes in the world. 

Locals first distilled Barbados' famous 
Mount Gay rum in 1703. Learn about 
the oldest brand of rum and the essen­
tial ingredient in Planter's Punch by 
taking a tour-and-tasting session at the 
Mount Gay Distillery. 

Journey deep into the ground at 
Harrison's Cave, where you'll find hun­
dreds of icicle-shaped stalactites and 
stalagmites creating an underground 
cathedral. The crystalized-limestone 
cavern was discovered in 1795 and high­
lights include a subterranean waterfall 
that plunges 25 feet into a deep emerald 
pool. 

Perfection isn't easy to achieve, but 
Barbados comes pretty, darn close. 
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Travel Showcase 

and witness France or Italy saying hello and 
welcoming you. 

No destination is out of reach at the Pitts­
burgh Travel Showcase™! Engulf yourself in 
one of the Destination Theaters and absorb 
the experience. Experts don't only tell you 
about the destinations, they tap into their 
own travel experience and give you an in­
sider's look at your next cruise, all-inclusive 
resort, train excursion, safari, group tour or 
a host of other options that you're waiting 
to check off your Bucket List. 

The theaters include videos and vendors 
who will have you dripping with fervor to 
book your next vacation. Wanderlust is alive 
and kicking at the Pittsburgh Travel Show­
case™, and AAA Travel will be sure that it's 
satisfied. 

At the Travel Showcase™, the canals of 
Venice and Amsterdam will seem like they 
are only a gondolier away. The midnight 
sun of Iceland is lighting the path to fjords, 
lagoons and waterfalls. Fields of purple 
Alaskan lupine and unique, friendly villag­
es help make this island a rising star among 
destination hotspots. 

Barcelona, Budapest, London, Dublin, 
Berlin, Rome, Paris, Copenhagen, Lucerne, 
Strasbourg ... The list goes on and on and 
on, and the Travel Showcase™ is here to 
make sure each and every adjective will be 
available to describe these wonderful places 
down to the very last detail. 

Don't forget about Asia, Africa, Australia 
and Antarctica. These places alone are pre­
mier Bucket List destinations, and we hav­
en't even gotten out of the A's! Questions 
abound; the Pittsburgh Travel Showcase·· 
has the answers. 

Indulge your imagination. You're on 
the high seas or a famous river. A luxury 
cruise on the Mediterranean will have you 
witnessing first-hand the Ancient Greek Ru­
ins. A river cruise will put you on the Rhine, 
Danube or Nile. 
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And not all top destinations are outside 
of the United States of America. How does 
Hawaii sound? How about Alaska? Maybe 
California? 

Whet your palate on a trip through Wine 
Country in Northern California. Tour by 
train, bus or rented vehicle. Also at the Trav­
el Showcase™, learn about what America's 
national parks have to offer. Utah is home 
to Moab and Arches National Park. It's a 
red-rock wonderland that sits in the fore­
ground of the snowcapped Rockies. Geysers 
let off steam by the hour in Yellowstone. The 
sightings of elk, bison, bears, moose and a 
bevy of other animals enhance the experi­
ence. Mount Rushmore is a majestic stone 
portrait of history in South Dakota. See 
the northern lights at Montana's Glacier 
National Park or Denali National Park and 
Reserve in Alaska, where you'll witness the 
highest point in North America. 

Train excursions barrel through the 
Rocky Mountains. The scenery lights up 
your senses. A desolate barn may rest in the 
untouched snow of an abandoned field. 
Mountains rest in the background and a 
calm lake snuggles with the front door. The 
hilltops reflect off the water. 

How's that for variety? It's a time to re­
charge your curiosity to travel to all of these 
destinations, and many more! The Pitts­
burgh Travel Showcase™ will guide you in 
the right direction. 

Plan a destination wedding. Imagine 
tying the knot while standing barefoot in 
the soft sand of the Caribbean or Hawaii. 
Or how about under the bright lights of Las 
Vegas? Or a cruise ship - the moon dotting 
the sky while you exchange vows on the top 
deck? 

Group tours could take you through the 
dashing surroundings of the Canadian 
Rockies by motorcoach. There's even a mo­
torcoach onsite for you to examine, sit in 
and dream about riding through the parts 

of the world that you never imagined would 
be possible. 

For cruisers, Regent, Azamara and Silver­
sea rank among the finest lines in the world. 
Journese by Pleasant Holidays unlocks a 
treasure chest of opulence that will take you 
to all corners of the globe, and vendors will 
be on hand to tell you about your options. 

The impressive roster of vendors at the 
Pittsburgh Travel Showcase™ includes AAA 
Member Choice Vacations, Arna Waterways, 
Amtrak Vacations/Railbookers, Anderson 
Madison County-East Central Indiana, 
Carnival Cruise Line Cayman Islands, Ce­
lebrity Cruises, CIE Tours, Greater Miami 
Convention & Visitors Bureau, Holland 
America Line, Jamaica Tourist Board, MSC 
Cruises USA; National Aviary, Norwegian 
Cruise Line, Pennsylvania's Laurel High­
lands, Pleasant Holidays, Princess Cruises, 
Red Roof, Rocky Mountaineer, Sandals and 
Beaches Resorts, The Florida Keys & Key 
West, The Happy Valley Adventure Bureau, 
The National Comedy Center, Travel Re­
sorts of America, TIC Tour Brands, Viking, 
Virginia Beach Convention & Visitors Bu­
reau, Virgin Voyages, Visit Anchorage, Visit 
Clearfield County, VisitErie, Hurtigruten, 
Azamara, Royal Caribbean International, 
Regent Seven Seas, Integrity Construction 
& Windows, Iberostar Hotels & Resorts, 
Finger Lakes Tourism Alliance, Sight and 
Sound Theatres, Visit Hershey Harrisburg, 
LadyLedLuxury, Visit Tampa Bay, Visit Pot­
ter-Tioga, Majestic Resorts, Athens County, 
Convention & Visitors Bureau-Athens, 
Ohio, SoIN Tourism, Chautauqua-Allegh­
eny Region, The Colonial Williamsburg 
Foundation, Resort Sales by Spinnaker 
Inc., Palace Resorts, Nemacolin, Explora 
Journeys, RushMyPassport, New York State 
Tourism Industry Association, Camp Bow 
Wow, Allegheny National Forest Visitors Bu­
reau, The Hertz Corporation, Allianz Travel, 
Karisma Hotels & Resorts, Visit Hagerstown 
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GET SHOWCASE TICKETS! 

To purchase admission tickets, visit 
PittsburghTravelShowcase.com. Tickets also 
will be available at the door. Save $2 with the 
special AAA discount coupon on page 15. 

VALUABLE PRIZES 

Don't forget to register for great giveaways 
upon entering the Showcase. No purchase is 
necessary to win. Rules and restrictions will 
be available at the registration area. The prizes 
include: 

1. 

2. $1,000 AM Travel Gift Certificate 

3 2 Delta Air Lines Tickets

o

o an city 
in Fl 

• 
1r 

PRIZE INF un:hase r < • ust be 18 or older to 
win. Enter in at t urgh 1ravel Showcase™ or mail a plain 
3' x 5 • postcard (with hand-printed µrst & last name, complete address 
and telephone number) to Pittsburgh Travel Showcase™ Drawing, AAA 
East Central, 5900 Baum Blvd, Pittsburgh PA 15206, to be received 

by . Winners need not be present. Drawing will be held 
. Winners will be notified by mail. No substitutions. Limit 

one entry per household. Odds of winning depend on number of eligible 
entries received. Sponsor owns all entries and has no liability for lost, 
delayed, incomplete or misdirected entries. All prizes will be award­
ed. Noncompliance with rules or fraud will result in disqualification. 
Decision of sponsor is final. Winners list can be obtained at above ad-
dress through Taxes on prize are responsibility of winner. 

1) One complete package as advertised for 2 adults sharing 
room. No cash value .. 

2) Certificate can not be reissued. There is no cash value. Reservations 
are subject to availability and must be submitted at least 45 days in 
advance. Valid towards a prepaid package or cruise. 

3) For travel in 2024. Coach class. Must reserve 45 days in advance. 

& Washington County Convention & Visi­
tors Bureau, Lindblad Expeditions, Corning 
Museum of Glass. 

Pack your bags and put in that PTO. 
Choose your destination and allow AAA 
Travel to take it from there. 

Italy is work of art waiting to be admired 
Style, splendor put it among world's top destinations 

I
taly lights up our senses. It's charm­
ing, romanticizing and stunning. 
Few places blend art, passion, food 
and sights better. 

Italy feasts on our ambitions and turns 
them into reality. It meshes the sunny 
splendors of the "Bel Paese" (beautiful 
country) with architecture, culture and 
history. It's unparalleled zest for good 
living includes an unbridled obsession 
for delectable dishes and fine wine. 

Simply put, there are as many ways to 
experience Italy as there are coins in the 
Trevi Fountain. 

Tuscany is a region blessed by bril­
liance of nature and man. Olive groves 
and vineyards meander up rolling green 
slopes. Hill towns emanate a special 
glow under the evening sun, setting on 
a quiet hillside. 

Italian Renaissance flourishes in 
Florence. Piazza Signoria housed 
Michelangelo's David for centuries. 
Today, it rests safely in the Accademia 
Gallery. Witness the towering belvedere 
from Piazza Signoria and Boboli Gardens. 
They offer sights that will soothe your 
senses and tell a story about one of the 
world's most unique countries. 

The treasures of the Medici and other 
masterpieces like Botticelli's Birth of 
Venus and Leonardo da Vinci's Adoration 
of the Magi sit in Uffizi Gallery, a muse­
um in the Historic Centre of Florence. 

The town of Sorrento sits atop some 

THAT'S AMALFI - Bright houses settle into a hillside in Positano on Italy's 
Amalfi Coast. Image: CISTEL. Adobe Stock.

of the Mediterranean's most breath­
taking cliffs and crowns Italy's Arnalfi 
Coast - royalty among shorelines in the 
Old Country. Absorb the stunning pan­
oramas. Salerno is home to the Path 
of Gods and is a three-hour trek along 
a trail overlooking the Amalfi Coast, 
offering a magnificent view over Conca 
dei Marini. 

The Isle of Capri is a ferry ride across 
the Bay of Naples. A celebrated retreat 

since the Roman times, it's famous for 
the Blue Grotto - a sea cave, where the 
sunlight imparts an otherworldly blue 
glow to the water. The villa of Swedish 
doctor Axel Munthe offers wonderful 
views of the Bay of Naples and Vesuvius. 

Amalfi drips in beauty throughout 
every morsel, but no place better than 
Positano. Sun-bleached homes come in 
subtle shades of pink, peach and ochre. 
They rise like dominoes on steeply 

terraced streets. 
Venice, meanwhile, is the Adriatic's 

"Bride of the Sea." Ride a vaporetto 
through canals to Byzantine Basilica, 
Doge's Palace and St. Mark's Square. 
Climb to St. Mark's Campanile - a bell­
tower of St. Mark's Basilica - to spot the 
location where Galileo demonstrated his 
telescope in 1609. Lord Byron immortal­
ized the "Bridge of Sighs" and connected 
the Doge's prisons with the Inquisitor's 
chambers. It's believed that sighs of 
the condemned prisoners inspired the 
name. 

And cliche intended: All roads lead 
to Rome. The Baths of Caracalla mark 
the beginning of the Appian Way that 
boasts monuments like the Circus of 
Maxentius. The Arch of Titus watch­
es over the Forum and offers sweeping 
views of the ruins on Palatine Hill. 

By April, parks and gardens are over­
flowing with flowers. Villa Borghese, 
once a cardinal's private estate, is an 
oasis of formal gardens, lakes and wind­
ing pathways in the middle of the city. 

Savor la dolce vita on the Via Veneto 
or linger over cappuccino in one of 
Piazza Navona's outdoor cafes. Piazza de 
Spagna gives way to the Spanish Steps, 
perhaps the most romantic rendezvous 
in the world. 

Italy's attributes create a peerless 
masterpiece that is best experienced in 
person. 
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Winter driving puts your skills to test 
10 ways to keep you safe on dangerous highways Winter-driving season is most 

challenging to our nerves, 
vehicles and skills. The 
scenario is too familiar. 

Temperatures drop, snow falls and ice 
forms. It's a losing trifecta. 

Slippery roads cause many of us to 
shudder behind the wheel. Our famil­
iar commutes just became a treacherous 
nightmare. 

Snow and ice, meanwhile, aren't 
the only culprits. Fewer hours of day­
light obscure our vision and the sun's 
glare reflecting off the snow can have a 
blinding effect. 

Rapidly changing weather conditions 
make it essential drivers remain alert and 
vigilant. Here are 10 winter-driving tips 
to help make the experience safer and 
less stressful: 

• Monitor weather and travel condi­
tions. Know the difference between
a Winter Storm Watch and Winter
Weather Advisory, and how they
could impact your plans. Allow for
extra time to travel, wait for con­
ditions to improve or stay home if
possible.

• Thinkcautiouslyifyoumustdrivein
wintry conditions. Make sure your
fuel tank is full. Clear all snow from
the hood, roof, windows and lights
of your vehicle. Clear windows of
fog before driving. Make sure the
windshield-wiper fluid is full and
wipers are in good condition. Turn

SNOW DOWN - Drivers should take extra precaution when driving during a 
winter storm. Image: fotoyou. Adobe Stock. 

on the headlights when you turn 
on your windshield wipers. 

• Increase your following distance.
Focus as far ahead as possible. Avoid
hard braking. It could keep you
from sliding into another vehicle
or barrier.

• Not all vehicles respond similarly
to icy, slippery roads. Familiarize
yourself with the vehicle's
braking system, tire tractions and

all-wheel-drive systems. Avoid 
using cruise control in wintry con­
ditions. 

• Don't panic if your vehicle
becomes trapped in a storm
or snowbank. Avoid overexer­
tion and exposure and stay in
the vehicle. Run the motor spar­
ingly and keep fresh air in the
vehicle. Stay moving and don't
fall asleep. Stay alert for traffic and

first-responders. 
• Try to avoid secondary roads and

drive with caution. Measure your
speed to road and weather condi­
tions. Avoid passing other vehicles
when road conditions are at their
worst. Bridges, ramps and overpass­
es freeze first.

• Plan your route and make sure
someone knows which way you
will be traveling, your destination
and expected arrival time, espe­
cially when driving long distances.
Report a safe arrival.

• Leave room for maintenance vehi­
cles and plows. Remain at least 200
feet behind them.

• Carry a winter-survival kit in the
trunk or storage area of your vehi­
cle. Fully charge your cell phone;
and always keep a road map, flash­
light, first-aid kit, blanket and shov­
el in your vehicle.

• And most importantly, drive slow­
ly. Take your time. The posted speed
limits are meant for dry pavement.
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Visit AAA.com for information on 
all things automotive including 
tips on buying, operating and 
maintaining a vehicle. 

Cold weather can be unkind to battery 
Take steps to reduce chances it leaves you in bad spot 

C old weather affects your battery 
more than any engine compo­
nent. Batteries are filled with 
fluid, most of which is water. 

They are susceptible to freezing if a bat­
tery is not fully charged. 

Cold also thickens engine oil, forc­
ing the battery to work harder when 
starting the car. Your vehicle's battery 
loses approximately 35% of its efficiency 
when the temperature dips below freez­
ing and nearly as much as 60% of its 
efficiency when the temperature falls 
below zero. 

Slow cranking is a common sign your 
battery might be getting weak but diag­
nosing battery problems can be tricky. 
Your battery terminals could be calcified, 
or a parasitic draw, often from a mobile 
device, is draining its power. Unplug 
your phone and charger when you don't 
need them. 

AAA Battery Service offers fast, accu­
rate and convenient mobile-battery 
testing and replacement. State-of-the­
art diagnostic equipment will confirm 
whether your battery will hold a charge, 
or if the problem lies deeper in the elec­
trical system. The service is included 
with your AAA membership. 

If a new battery is needed, you can 
purchase one and have it installed on the 
spot. AAA Battery Service vehicles carry 
batteries compatible with 90% of cars, 
SUVs and light trucks on the road. And 
each AAA-branded battery is covered by 

STONE COLD - MA Battery Service quickly will have you on your way if your 
battery loses charge. Image: AAA. 

a nationwide 36-month, free-replace­
ment warranty. 

Our Instant Quote battery-price cal­
culator on AAA.com will give you mem­
ber and nonmember pricing for your 
vehicle's battery, reflecting your exclu­
sive AAA discount. In addition, every 
battery that AAA replaces is safely recy­
cled to protect the environment. 

AAA also recommends you take these 
special precautions with your vehicle's 
battery this winter: 

• Have the starting and charging sys­
tems tested every year.

• On frigid days, shut off the heater
fans, radio and other devices before
cranking the engine.

• Inspect the battery cables, posts
and fasteners. Cable corrosion
prevents power from flowing free­
ly from the battery, reducing the
power available to start the car.
Clean the battery terminals with a
wire brush or battery-cleaner spray.

• Avoid short trips. It can take as long
as 30 minutes for a car battery to
fully charge. Short trips can dimin­
ish the amount of reserve capacity.

• Preventative measures - such as
garaging your vehicles or using
a battery charger like the AAA
Battery Tender - can help extend a
battery's lifespan.

Winter also means fewer hours of day­
light and increased use of lights, wipers 
and heating, all of which extract a heavy 
toll on your battery. The more electrical 
devices in the car - such as electronic 
fuel-injection systems, power windows 
and infotainment systems - the more 
power the battery should have. 

Your best defense against failure is 
a fully charged battery and adequate 
cold-cranking amps - 500-700- depend­
ing on the type of engine in your vehicle. 
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If your battery is failing you, give 

yourself the added peace of mind 
by calling the AAA Battery Service 
for a no-cost evaluation. AAA 
Battery Service is available from 
6 a.m. to 11 p.m. seven days a 
week. To verify AAA Battery Service 
availability in your area, call our 
toll-free number: 1-800-222-4357. 
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